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and much mort ſg, when what I have to ſay is in 


Six more for Great- Britain, the Prerogative of ma 
king any further Creations is to be taken from iii 


lies in Poſſeſſion of the Peerage, | 


** Es I have not the Honour to be 
ga Member of the Upper Houſe 
5 of Parliament, ſo I do not pre- 
fſume to know what is doing 
Were, — rivie 
ege of a free-born iſumamʒ 
to. peak or write my Mind 
impartially and openly, upon 
© any Propoſition in which I 
conceive my own or my Country's Liberties are 
c6ncerned, 'whilft there is no Law to' forbid me 


* 
W372: 


vindication of the Laws and Conſtitution in being; 

The cbnanton Subject of popular Diſcourſe, is 
concerning a Project ſaid to be in agitations which 
is to give the* King Power to create Twenty Five 
Scorch Peers to ſit In their own Right in Parlig 
ment, in lieu of the Sixteen who are to be eletedl 
by the Peerage there; and after the Creation of 


Crown, unleſs upon the. Extinction of the Fami 
N 
. No de 


Az 
* Ay 
: 


I 


ns md . 


£ = > | 
| "Now Tam free to ownt#hat I think ſuch a Law 

would be fatal to the Monarchy, and the Libers 
ties of the People, and make our Government A- 
- Tiſtocratical, ene 1 Appearances 7 
it. or epplations which are peculiar and eſ- 
| lege We eh of DBminion ; ape ſequent- 
ly it will reduce us to the Worſt Sort of Oligarchy. 
Qur preſent Conſtitution. conſiſts of the King, 
the Peers who act in their own Right, aud the Re- 
| preſentatives of the People. In the Union and 
Agreement of theſe conſtituent Parts conſiſts our 
| Government: It they differ jrreconcileably, there 
| Is an actual Diſſolution of it without any Remedy 
but the laſt. And ſince it's impoſſible, in the na- 
cure of human Affaits, but Mens Opinions and 
Intereſts will often vary and claſh ; therefore the 
Inſtitutors of this Species of Monarchy have con- 
ttrived ſo proper a Ballance of Power between the 
ſeveral Parts of it, that each State can give ſome 
check to both the other; and two concurring, 
have always the Means in their power to bring 


the third ta Reaſon without recurring to Force. 


which diſlolves the Government. 8 

If the King had the Prerogative of raſing Mo- 
1257 and could protect the Inſtruments of unlaw- 
ful Power, it's evident the Monarchy would be 
abſolute ;. but that Privilege remaining in the Peo- 


wer to do themſelves right. which keeps the 
NMiniſtry in perpetual Dependance and Appre- 
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e, the Grown muſt often recur to their Aſſi- 
ance, and then they always have it in their 


On the other fide, if the Houfe of Commons 


was fixed and indiffolvable, the Government 


would ſoon deyolve into an ill- contrived Demo- 
cracy, and the Crown would have no Remedy 
but Acquieſcence or Force. Such a Body of Men 


would ſoon find and feel their own Strength, and 


always think it laudable to encreaſe it: and there 
are ſo many Emergencies. happen in all States, 
that there can never be wanting favourable Oppor- 
tunities to do it; when the Ambition of ſome, the 
Reſentment of others, and the Appearance of Pub- 
lick Good, ſpur them on; till at laſt by inſenſible 
and unobſerved Degrees, even to themlelyes, they 
would engroſs and poſſeſs the whole Power of the 
State. There has been but one Inſtance ſince the 


Inſtitution of this Monarchy, when the Commons 
have been truſted with ſuch a Power; and if a no- 
ble Hiſtorian is to be believed, that Houſe conſt 
ſted of Men as incorrupt, of as much Wiſdom 
and publick Virtue, as ever fat within thoſe Walls: 
Let the Luſt of Dominion ſoon got the better of | 


all their Virtues, and they firſt garbled their own | 
Houle, by expelling their refractory Members; 
then depoſed the King, and at laſt the Houſe of 
Lords; and aſſumed a greater Tyranny to them- | 
ſelves, than they oppoſed in the Crown: 
The effectual Remedy our'Conftitution'has pro- 
vided againſt this Evil, is a Diſfolution, which 
breaks all Cabals and Conſpiracies, and gives the 
People (who can never have an Intereſt in public 
Diſturbances ) an Opportunity to chuſe others in 
their room, more calm, of leſs violent Diſpoſitions, 


aud not engaged, in ſuch Attempts ; which Power 


always 


| always hanging over ˖ . muſt be 2 con- 
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ſtant Reſtraint upon their Actions MY 
But the Circumſtances of Publick Affairs often 


not admitting of this Remedy without the extfé!“ 


skreen.the Crown, whoſe Hoftdurs and Dignities 
flow from it, and are protected by jt ; and whilſt 
kept in a proper Dependance, mult ever ſupport 
that Power which ſupports themſelves ; yet never 
can have an Intereſt to make it arbitrary, which 
would render *themſelves uſeleſs to it, And level 
them again with the People. ee 

There is not a more certain Maxim in Politicks, 
than that a Monarchy muſt ſubſiſt by an Army or 
Nobility ; the firſt makes it deſpotick, and the lat 
ter a free Government. I preſume none of thoſe 
noble Perſonages themſelves, who have the Hon- 


our to make up that Illuſtrious Body, do believe 
they are fo diſtinguiſhed and advanced above their 


Fellow: Subjects for their own ſakes: They know 
well they are intended the Guardians as well a 
Ornaments of the Monarchy, an eſſential Prero- 
gative of which it muſt be to add to, and augment 
their Numper in {uch proportion, as to render 
them a proper Ballance againſt che Democratical 
part of our Conſtitutiqn, without being formidable 
to the Monarchy it {it the Support of which is 
the Reaſon of their Inſfirhtion- TEE, 
Without this Powe in the Crown Hey muſt be 
dangerous to it, and Be able to impoſe what Con- 
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ditions of Government they pleaſe. It ' is the only 
Reſource the King and People have againſt any 
Exorbitances and Combinations of their op 
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melt Neceflity, the Lords are always at 'hand'td | 


vt 


F 
Whilt ſuch à Prerogattye basins fn the Crown 

5 there can ſeldom or never be an occaſion to make 
't | uſe of it. Their Lordſhips are too much concer- 
ned in the Preſervation of their own Dignities, to 


I | provoke the Crown to a Remedy that is always at 
| ©” hand; and the Crown cannot debaſe the Nobility 
ES nd make it cheap, without leſlentng. its * 
= Splendous and Power. And this ſeem "Yo be th 
1 only Limitation the Nature of the thing Will admit 
1 + df, without diſſolving this Species of Government. 
| If this Prerogative is taken away, the Foufe of 
|} Lords will be a fixed independent Body, not to Be 
r, „ Called ro an account like a Miniſtry, nor to he 
diſſolved or changed like a Houſe of Commons: 
© | _The ſame Men will meet again with the fame Re- 
- | Ffolutions; and probably heighten'd by Eo 
0 ment, and nothing can ſtand before them. If 


e * 
r Lordſhips ſhould take it into their Feit to 
v þ Cdiflikethe Miniſtry, and commit them to Priſon, 
| Would willingly know who ſhall fetch them but. 
L Or, if the Houſe of Commons ſhould be ſo utr- 
t | ;wary as to vive them Offence, and their Fort 
ft *| - MThips think fic to declare. they, could act no 10 5 
in concert with a Body of Meri hS0o had uſed cher: 
e | Ill, it's evident the Crown miſt exerEits Authigti- 
js _ty to chuſe another more, to their 'Eordſhips Fah- 
cy, and afterwards uſe its utnfolt Efforts to keep 
e them in a becoming Complaifance to their Betrets, 
1— If they ſhould reſolve to haveall the vreat Employ. 
7 ments of Exgland In themſelves and Families; © 
y | ſhould take a Conceit to be like the Nobles ol 
7, 9 Iqme other Countries, to pay no Taxes 4 
ſt et receive the greateſt part of what i — 
Wet | bother 
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mons of Denmark made ule of upon the very ſanit ? 
Occaſion. | | FUSED | 5 228 * 
be Lords have already all the Property of 
Great Britain under their Juriſdiction ; . and 1 
think na one will ſay, that there is any Difference 
in Nature between the laſt Appeal without being; 


accountable, and a Power of Legiſlation, but . 


what conſiſts in the Moderation of the Judges: A 
if this exceeding great Power fruſt irre vocabl 
be veſted in the very ſame Perſons, Iſee nothin 
the, Commons have left to defire, but to entitle 5: 
themilves to their Favour and Protection by "1 
wearing their Badges as formerly 858 
But as their Lordſhips are too wiſe and vir- F 
tupug to attempt any ſuch Actions, of Knight . 
Errantry as are above mentioned, bo they will F 
be under no neceſſity to do it; for there is an 


 eafier and gentler way of attaining the ſame Ends. | 


There are ſo many Emergencies, Difficulties, and . 
Factions ariſe in all States, the Crown will be 
often ſo neceſſitous, and the Commons divided. 
that a fixed and powerful Body, always deter- 
mined to their own Advantage, by a dextrous 
Management of ſuch Eyents, mult ſoon, poſſeß 
themſelves of all they deſire ; and *twall be in vain . 
to oppoſe with one View what will be often 
given them with another. . - 145. 4d 
II not preſume to judge whether their Lord- þ 
ups Judicat ure was alyays what it now is: but 
_ gs over 


{ #)) 
ry Day's experience ſhews in leſſer Inſtances 
e Frhat a Body of Men, united in the ſame Inte- 

>, are capable of doing. We have oftener than 
pie ſeen à number of Merchants incorporat 
prove a Match for the whole Kingdom, and 
A Wear ſhall too often ſee it again. Hiſtory tells 
7 Þs how the Prieſthood by being an united and 
e #£gulac Body, always ene the Catch, and 
'£: Acting with the fame Views, from living upos-the 
Charity and Benevolence of their Hearers, in -A 
ew Ages became the Lords and: Maſters: of Man. 
and, and in defiance of that Religion they prov 

sd to teach. 8 | 
14% It is true, this Prerogative oß the Crown # 
;y Sable to be abuſed. and has been ſo in à late gla+ 
bing Inſtance but il that is a ſuffcient Reaſon to 
b. Fare it away, I doubt there will -be feutremain, 
I i he K ing neither has or can have any Prerogas 
1 Eire but what the People are intereſted in : It 
in 
s 
id 
Je 


$2 I rut for the Publick Good, which in the 
Nature of it is capable of being betray'&; but the 
Proper Remedy is to paniſy the Authors and Ad- 

raters of. the Abuſe, and not deſtroy the whole 
onſtitution for an Enormity of one Part of it., 
It is a proper Object of the Legiſlative Powew 
> conſider whether any Men ought to enoy bg * 
gheſt Privileges and Honours in a Commons 
zealth, as a Reward for their endeavouring 40 
leſtroy it; but with all the Clamour this Stie- 
dance has juſtly produced; has there been any 
lng like abou er No, on the contrary, 
he grand Criminal fits triumphant, glories in his 
ickedneſe, and re: off the Price of it _— | 
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5 (20) 
his Rival in Guilt and Power, even naiy-preſumes|do 
to expect an Act of the Legiſlature to indemniſy v 
him; and ſanctify hub Villany: and I doubt not w 
but both expect once more to give Laws to the th 
Kingdom. 1 ING, 14 5 80 
It is urged that it is ſafer to truſt this Power wither 
the Lords than an unlimited one with the Crown, ſbe 
to make what Creations it pleaſes, though ol 


— — — — 


Yerve the vileſt Purpoſes. But the Nature of 
Power is very little underſtood by thoſe who|L: 
own this Opinion, which can never be truly fi 
dreadful, but when it is unaccountable and irre. 
trievable. The Crown muſt often apply to thaon 
wy on for their Aﬀfiſtance, and the People as of A 
ten have the Opportunity to repreſent their Grie.|he 
in 

2 


vances, and puniſh the Authore of them which muſt 
meceffarily keep the Miniſtry within ſome Bounds 
Hut there can be no Limitation to the Houſe off 
Peers, if ſuch an Act paſſes, but what flows fromith 
Weir Lordſhips Juſtice, Moderation, and Satie. 
ty of Power. | f N | K ap 
Even thatdaring Miniſter durſt not have ven lat 
tured upon ſuch an Act of it, if he had not haq;te 
a Houſe of Commons to ſupport him, and hopedbe 
' tocover all his Crimes in a Revolution. I am per 7 
faded he never once dreamed under a juſt GoJbR 
ernment to find the Impunity and! Indulgenceſor 
de has fince been favour'd with, and even fromqt 
the very Perſons who make thoſe Crimes 'thqno 
Pretence for ſuch an Attempt : but if nothing el{quii/ 
Was intended by it, unleſs to prevent the lik. 
SGrievance, there is an eaſy and ready way e 
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fly Vote within a limited time after his Creation, 
ot without the Conſent of the Houſe, To obtain 
is, there could be ng need of Court-Intrigues, 


ithter End of the Seffions, when the Country Mem- 
vn, bers are at there Seats, and the Lawyers ae 
icuits. Ho 


aby ftitution, and change it into an Oligarchy; Iitpuld 
7 it frivolous to deſcendtolower Confiderati- 
og we not too oſten ſee Men affected with 
unegts' which regard themſelves and Fami- 
whil they are inſenſible of what they ſuffer 
in common with the whole Nation ; and there- 
fee I ſhall offer ſome of the leſſer Objections to it; 
of It is a moſt violent and outrageous Breach of 
omſthe Union and diſpoſſeſſes one of the States of 
hy 
ſage, and of that Right which they expreſly ſtipu- 
e lated to be reſerved to them when they conſented 
hadts part with the reſt; by which means they will 
pedbe in a worſe Condition than the meaneſt Sub- 
er ee in the Kingdom; they will neither be capa« 
loof fitting in the Houſe of Lords or Commons 
nogor giving their Votes for either; and in cone 


Iquience will be the only Subjects in Greet Britui 
repreſented, or capable of being repreſe 


thqnc 
— 


uſhment is ed upon them without an 
7 > dane,” ar pretended to be done <5 
d even — Fretenos of pobliex 5 


5 


do it, by providing that no Peer ſhall give this 


Sollicitations, or keeping, the Secret till the lat. 


Having as J conceive, amply fhews: what Fe | 
ho Law of this ind would totally overturn our Con- 


A Parliaments and this Diſability and ſevere 


band of the moſt valuable Part of theit Peers 


22 ER 
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in doing it; and I doubt not but in proper timo 


What may not be apprehended from ſuch a ee | 


| TEE 
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there is a viſible Dauger F 


it will be made a pregnant. Argument 4or keeping | 
pp ſtanding Tae to oblige their Submithon to; | 
it. LF 

K's giving a. Howes, without Reproach ON; 
Clamour, to add ſuch a number, to the Upper 
Houſe, as muſt, wit hout uncommon Virtue in ther 
Lor lay all things waſte, andat the mercy | 
of the Miniſtry, without the poſſibility of theig 
being called to ian , account ; ſor if the making 
but twelve Peers. lat — to ſer ve a Court-F ur- 
poſe, was ſuch à Blow . our Liberties, What, 
are we not telbar from the creating one nee 5% 
ty anne do it hy the Countenance, if not 
tecdon bf an Act of Parliament, Which takes of. 
all chat Odium) and Load of Scandal, which mM 
former Abuſe quſtly, occaſioned?, 

10 If it may be Javful 10 ws 0 uplikely-a 
thing, betta 4 word hv e of acting 
agaiuſt the Publick ani Our Sins, the 
uniſhed with the lods of the preſent: 
$6t, and: Debts ebvtþ-ork themſel ves into thei; 
Har s, and fern a Scheme for their own Security 
which may entail a Civil War upon the Nation; 


truſſed with them 

It⸗takes away from the King the brighteſt ler- 
clo his Crowd which is the Diſtribution of. {| 
nours} and in, effect! of. Offioes too, which mu 
be at the mercyyof that Houſe. It deprives 
Commons of-England of the Means of attain-. 


ind hase Honwgws 1 wh ova. tabs! the ! 
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An 
r. of virtuous Actions, and the Metives oi 
them. IL preſume no one will ſuggeſt mat M- Ms 
& tit is œxhauſted by their preſent Lordſhips, and 
©, | therefore what imaginary Ræaſon gan be given 
»} why any aumber of Men, who engythemſelyes 
x, the ;highet Dignities and Privileges in a Como 
x: monwealth, ſhould ſhnt the Door ypon all ethers 
= who may have equal Birth, Deſert, aud Fortunes?! 
y + As it makes the K ing and Miniſtry entirely at; 
in | the mercy ofthe Lords fo, It as the Commons 
more dependent on the Crown. , f hen the 
„Advantages of the Nobility arg M gyeat, and the, 
at, means of attaining them ſo difficult, what Ap- 
* lications and Sollicitations muſt be made to the 
Ir Miniſtry upon the leaſt Appearance of a Vacan- 
cy? which myſt keep the moſt conſiderable Mem- 
' bers of the Lower Houſe in a perpetual Depen- 
dance, and give the Miniſtry much more Trou- 
dle than they affect ty ao. | 3 
But amidſt all the Laherdus Objetions to this 
wortky Scheme, I am free to own there is one 
thing in it which deſerves Commendation ; for it 
bas produced a neyer-before-kyownUnanimity a- 
mongſt our Great Men: It has yoked the Lion 
with the Lamb, the Whigs with the Tories, Men 
in Power with thoſe they have turned out of it: 
2h Miniſters of State are become Patriots, complain 
of their own Power, and join with their pro- 
ſeſs'd Enemies in leſſening that Prerogative they 
have ſo often occaſion for. | 
I confeſs, ſuch Phenomena's and uncommon 
| '> > 4 like Comets or Eclipſes, are apt to 
fright ignorant People, and make them 1 


— — 
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me great Event at Hand; but as thoſe who are 
more familiar with the Stars, know-the latter' 

Are only the common and regular Produ@ions'of ß 
Nature; ſo ſuch Who have more narrowly 'ob- - 
{tved the Virrues of our Great Men, eſpetiall 
during this laſt Seſfion of Parliament, are well af 

| == — intend nothing but to ſerve their Coun- | 
However, I think they will both judge right, EI 
n ſuch t Occaſions, to ſcatter their leſſer | 
mAjurers'a bad, and diſperſe the malign Inffu- N 
| — = ſuchCondtellations And unuſual e { 
| Ons may have m_ Weak . 
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